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Board sets its sights on bond issue
By Sonia Mejia
Collegian Editor
The Southmost Union Junior
College District board of trustees on
Thursday will consider placing a
$60 million-plus bond issue proposal on the November ballot.
"Right now we just completed
the Master Plan and we have
growth that requires [money]," said
board chairman Chester Gonzalez.
"We want to commit for the future

of our community by investing in
education."
It has been two years since voters
were asked to consider a $97 million bond issue for campus
improvements, a plan that was
rejected by 207 votes.
During its meeting, the board will
discuss the specific amount of the
bond.
"The board will consider many
options; but one of them will be an
increase [in the property tax rate] of
approximately 4.5 cents per $100

valuation," UTB/TSC President
Juliet V. García told The Collegian.
The board was scheduled to conduct a workshop on the bond proposal Saturday, García said.
"My task is to gather as much
information as I can and to lay it out
before the board and then have
them decide to take it back to the
community and ask them to help
us," García said. "We've only done
that one
o t h e r
time, that

Education framework

was in1986 and look what we did
with that money."
García said the money would be
used for capital expenditures for
buildings. These expenditures could
include doubling the size of the
school's library, adding parking
space on campus, a child development center, a center for research
for diabetes, Alzheimer's and heart
See ‘Bond,’ Page 9

Welcome Week:

McFly-ing

through time
Adrian Peña
Staff Writer
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Construction workers mix cement at the site of the new Business and
Education Complex. Story, Page 11.

Rev up the DeLorean and
fasten your seatbelt, baby.
You're going " B a c k t o
the Future"!
UTB/TSC is greeting its
students this week with a
series of activities based on
the 1985 hit movie. They
will include decade-specific
events ranging from the
1950s to the year 2020.
"Our main goal here is to
invite all new students, to
give a welcome to them and
for them to experience
something different here at
UTB/TSC," said Aragelia
Salazar-Figueroa, student
development specialist with
the Dean of Students Office.
"Plus, we're trying to make
them feel at home--that
they're welcome and that
we're offering these events
for them."
Students said they appreciate the university putting
out th e w e l c o m e m a t
for them.

"You get a good feeling
coming back to school [with
Welcome Week]," said
sophomore criminal justice
major Yvonne G. Solis.
Sophomore criminal justice major Lewis Vega agreed.
"[Welcome Week] just
makes you feel at home,"
Vega said. "The whole
school's there, all the clubs
are there [and] they want
you to get involved."
The theme for Welcome
Week is determined by a
committee, the members of
which are usually in Student
Affairs, said Dean of
Students Mari FuentesMartin, who serves as
Welcome Week chair. She
said the committee decided
on the "Back to the Future"
theme because it wanted
each day to focus on a particular era.
Welcome Week began
Saturday with "Don't be a
Slacker" move-in day at the
Village at Fort Brown, the
university's residence hall.
See ‘Welcome,’ Page 15

Page 3
Dozens of course
sections added to
meet student
demand

With more than
11,000
students
enrolled this semester,
UTB/TSC is adding
dozens of course sections and moving
some classes to the
ITEC campus.

Page 5
Pact brings TSTC
courses to UTB/TSC

Digital imaging technology and other hightech courses are now
being
offered
at
UTB/TSC’s International
Technology Education
and Commerce campus.

Page 6
Running on empty?
Here's where to fill up
After flexing mental
muscle in biology, algebra and composition
classes, you're bound
to be hungry. So, what
to do for lunch?
If you're headed
toward the Student
Union, you can always
stop by The Great
Steak and Potato Co.,
located in El Comedor.
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Running on empty? Here's where to fill up
By Abraham Figueroa
Staff Writer
After flexing mental muscle
in biology, algebra and composition classes, you're bound to
be hungry. So, what to do for
lunch?
If you're headed toward
the Student Union, you
can always stop by The
Great Steak and Potato Co., located in El
Comedor.
"Cheese sticks or potato skins" are what

Keith Kelso, undeclared student, prefers.
Now entering its third year in operation,
Great Steak is still adding new things to the
menu--and to the facility. The franchise
still offers hot sandwiches made of steak,
ham, turkey and chicken. Hamburgers, hot
dogs and pizza are also on the menu,
accompanied by a few other items like
lasagna, baked potatoes, salads, spaghetti
and fettuccine Alfredo.
A few changes will come into effect this
year, including assorted breakfast cereals
and a hot food section that will offer breakfast, lunch and dinner items, said franchise

Club Spotlight
Spotlight
Club
Sigma Psi Delta
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Members of Sigma Psi Delta include (front row, from left) Lisa
Treviño, parliamentarian; Ana Nuñez, secretary; Debbie Ann
Perez, president; Sandra Luna, vice president; Adriana
Herevia, treasurer. Back row: Erika Treviño, historian;
Yazmin Sandoval; and Ludi Araiza.
Purpose: To promote sisterhood,
community service and student life.
Established: 1996
President: Debbie Ann Perez
Vice President: Sandra Luna
Secretary: Ana Nuñez
Treasurer: Adriana Herevia
Historian: Erika Treviño
Parliamentarian: Lisa Treviño
Sponsor: Linda Garcia
Events: Meet the Greeks, sister dinners, socials, annual Sister
Scavenger Hunt, activities on campus (Mission: Impossible, flag football, Bougainvillea, etc), valet parking for special events.
Community Service: Adopt-aHighway, cell phone recycling drive,

ushering for UTB/TSC Arts and
Entertainment Season events, Girl
Scouts of the Rio Grande.
Meetings: 5 p.m. Sundays in
Gorgas Hall
Requirements: Must be a female
student at UTB/TSC, must have
good academic standing (minimum
2.0 GPA), completion of membership requirements, attend Meet the
Greeks, have a great attitude.
For more information:
visit the w e b s i t e
http://orange.utb.edu/sigmapsidelta,
call Perez at 455-4009 or send anemail to debbieann98@yahoo.com.
--Compiled by Priscilla Garcia
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Senior engineering major Ramiro Mejia (at the left) and Junior education
majors Silvia Reyes and Gabriela Leal eat at recently remodeled
McDonald’s.
owner Henry Sanchez. A few of the items
in this section include breakfast tacos,
chicken-fried steak, enchiladas Suizas,
meatloaf and calabaza con pollo (chicken
with squash).
Great Steak is also working on installing
an all-you-can-eat soup, fruit and salad bar.
The salad bar is pending equipment arrival,
and should be fully installed and operational by the second week of the semester,
Sanchez said.
There will also be smaller, less expensive cold subs, which will cost around
$2.99. Students will also be able to make a
combo two different ways--with fries and a
drink, or with a salad. Additionally, if cable
gets installed in the facility, televisions will
provide entertainment during lunch.
Now, if you just bought a really good
book at the bookstore and want to sit down
and enjoy it with some food in a café-style
environment, you can't go wrong with UMix. Established three years ago this
month, U-Mix is a coffee and juice bar that
also offers gourmet sandwiches and salads.
But perhaps what makes U-Mix so well
known are its espresso-based drinks--cap-

puccinos, mochas, frozen coffees, mocha
freezes, frappuccinos--and its smoothies,
shakes made from a fruit, juice and yogurt
base. These smoothies do not contain
preservatives or sugar.
"It's a very healthy drink. It can be a
meal supplement or it can be a snack, or it
can be just a refreshment," said Ernesto
Escudero, owner of U-Mix. The café also
sells chips, ice cream and candy.
When you wake up early and need to
break your fast, you can always get yourself a breakfast taco. Tacos available
include chorizo and egg, ham and egg,
potato and egg, and barbacoa. Breakfast
croissants are also available and can be
prepared to the customer's taste.
Plans for U-Mix include expanding the
menu by bringing in a different hot meal
every day, a few more sandwiches and salads, expanding the facility by making the
terrace air-conditioned.
U-Mix will offer specials on certain
items today, the first day of school, and is
open from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday
See ‘Food,’ Page 14

at Speedy Stop
Brownsville, Texas
1725 International Blvd. Phone/Fax
(956) 547-9502
Get a 6” sandwich for FREE with
the purchase of a 6” sandwich and
a medium drink
This coupon expires 12/31/04
Not valid with any other offer.

Get a bag of chips and a cookie
for FREE with the purchase of
a 6” sandwich and a medium
drink
This coupon expires 12/31/04
Not valid with any other offer.

Come By & Visit Soon!
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Cosmic Trigger to rock the Union
Abraham Figueroa
Staff Writer

forward to returning to campus for a gig.

Before the panic of Y2K, there was
"Cosmic Trigger," a book by Robert Anton
Wilson that questioned everything about
life and implanted doubt into everyone's
mind.
But four guys from Brownsville had no
doubt about what they wanted to do. They
decided to form their own band and call it
Cosmic Trigger.
"We decided, if we made it through
Y2K, we might as well start a band," said
Abe Sanchez, guitarist for Cosmic Trigger.
At 6 p.m. Tuesday, the band will bring its
cosmic experience to UTB/TSC as part of
the Welcome Week celebration.
The band will rock the Student Union
Veranda while Coke floats and ice cream
are given out to any student who attends.
"We're excited to play here, it's a good
opportunity," said lead singer Leo Zamora.
"It will be a different environment for us to
play."
Now four years old, Cosmic Trigger is
made up of music major Eric Hugonett,
who provides the soul in each song with his
bass; music major Derrick Rivera, who
gives songs their heartbeat; Zamora, an
Oliveira Middle School choir teacher and a
graduate of UTB/TSC; and Sanchez, a guitar instructor at Lopez High School, closes

"We're excited to play here,
it's a good opportunity,"
--Leo Zamora, lead singer

up the lineup with guitar.
"We're doing music," Zamora said about
the band members' jobs outside the group.
"Whether it's rock, chorale or playing the
guitar, we're doing music."
Cosmic Trigger doesn't center on one
kind of music, but rather, on various styles
and genres.
"We go from jazz to heavy metal," said
Sanchez, who grew up listening to '80s
hard rock, which he says has a strong
influence on his music. The band tries to
add a little something from each of the past
decades, and often plays all types of
requests from people.
Zamora said he began his singing in
choir and by listening to old records. As a
graduate of UTB/TSC, Zamora is looking

Students present at the free concert will
have an opportunity to hear some of
Cosmic Trigger's original material.
"We got some stuff we've been working
on," Sanchez said. "We've been trying it
out at some of our last gigs. We may try out
some of it at the show."

Sanchez said gigs are the best place to
try out original material, and given the
background of each of the band members,
Tuesday night's performance should be anout of-this-world experience.
Past experience has taught Cosmic
Trigger that they can't go wrong playing it
by ear, letting the mood and the atmosphere of the place tell them what to play.
Sanchez mentioned the band "Phish" as
being a strong influence.
"We're so excited about this job,"
Sanchez said. "It'll definitely rock."
The concert is sponsored by The
Collegian.

DANIEL (DAN) VALDEZ, LUTCF
Premier Service Agent
Agency Owner
LUTC Graduate
Honor Ring, 7 Years
Allstate Insurance Company
48 Northpark Plaza
Brownsville,TX 78521
Bus (956) 546-6016
FAX (956) 546-6077

www.allstate.com

FREE

• Free of Minimum Balance

®*

956-547-1000

• Free of Monthly Fees
• Free Check Card
• Free IBC ATMs
• Free Check
Card Purchases
• Free Bank Online
• Free Introductory Checks

Checking
with Overdraft Courtesy

MEMBER FDIC /INTERNATIONAL BANCSHARES CORPORATION
*Effective 30 days after account is open and qualified. Insufficient funds charges apply.
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ACADEMICS

and organizations become a big part of a
student’s life and they fill a need to have a
certain time for socialization. And by joining clubs and organizations, it gives structure to the day as well.”
G Stenerson said students also should
plan for exercise at least three or four
times a week, to stay healthy physically
and to relieve stress.
G The key to fitting everything in
lies in adhering to the schedule, even
when more appealing activities beckon. “I
try to remind students this is their job;
their first priority is education,” Stenerson
said, “They’re paying tuition and the reason they go is to learn. It has to become
the first priority; college is your job for the
next four years.”
— Gavin Lesnick

Transitioning from high school to college can often mean having to get used to
large lecture halls, hundreds of students to
a class and professors who lecture for an
hour and a half. Getting lost in the new
environment is easy to do, but important
to avoid in order to begin a college career
successfully.

ALCOHOL
SUSAN TUSA/KRT

Studying two hours for every hour of
class on a regular basis will help students avoid cramming the night before
a big exam.

Rob Gilbert, associate professor and
orientation leader at Montclair University
in New Jersey, tells his incoming students
each year how to avoid some common pitfalls:
G First, he said, students should sit in
the front row of classes and speak to the
professor during office hours or before or
after class. “Develop a personal relationship with the professor,” he said. “Some
work shows, especially for freshmen, if
they develop a relation with the faculty
member early in the semester, they are
more likely to do better in the class.”
G Studying also becomes an issue, as
students generally prefer cramming the
night before rather than studying each day.
Gilbert said the general rule of thumb is to
study two hours for every hour of class.
That should include, he said, going over
notes and readings before and after class
each day, doing nightly homework assignments and leaving plenty of time to work
on longer projects. “A student should do
what the football team does,” he said. “It
doesn’t wait until Friday night to pull an
all-nighter for the big game. They should
study a little each day.”
G Gilbert said the most important tip
for freshmen is to believe in their abilities
and resolve not to quit. “If you are smart
enough to get into college, you’re smart
enough to graduate with honors,” Gilbert
said. “I can guarantee everyone is intelligent enough to graduate. I’m not sure if
they are diligent enough, but they are
intelligent enough.”
— Gavin Lesnick

erm papers, dorm food, roommates — oh, my! Freshman
year at college can be
a scary thing. After
all, it isn’t easy
leaving everything
you’ve ever
known to start
over in a new
place populated
by strangers.
You’ve probably heard
countless horror stories
about horrendous course
assignments,
squalid living conditions, evil
roommates
and malevolent professors. It’s
enough to
make you
quiver in
fear!

Relax! College doesn’t have be a torture chamber. Especially if you’re prepared for some of the challenges you will
face.
To help with this task, we’ve prepared
a primer to help students ease into their
first year on campus. We include tips
on cleanliness, adjusting to
college academics, healthful
eating and more.
These suggestions won’t
guarantee you a successful
freshman year, but they
will address some of
your uncertainties as
you make the transition from high school
to college life.
The only thing
you have to fear
is fear itself!
— Eric
Goodwin,
Knight
Ridder/
Tribune

MANAGING TIME

Part of the allure of college lies in the scheduling possibilities
— instead of sitting through
class after class
in one long
block, students
can organize their
day however they
like, with classes
close together or far apart. But, the college
system demands students manage their
time wisely and effectively.
“A lot of the kids coming from high
school are going to classes straight
through the day, from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
— their time is very structured,” said

Gerry Stenerson, assistant dean for first
year programs at Bentley College in
Massachusetts. “When they arrive at college, it’s a different scene altogether. They
have all this unstructured time they have
to deal with.”
Stenerson said studies show students
who manage time efficiently tend to be the
most successful students. Here are his suggestions:
G The first step toward success is
developing a daily schedule for classes, as

well as the free time between them.
“(Students) have to accept the fact that
they have this free time,” Stenerson said.
“They have to commit to taking advantage
of that time and putting it to good use.
Instead of going back to their dorm room
between classes, maybe instead stay and
go to the library and study for an hour.”
Academics shouldn’t be students’ only
focus, Stenerson cautioned. “Part of college life is the social experience and learning who you are,” Stenerson said. “Clubs

Colleges and local governments probably can’t stop you from drinking alcohol,
but they have adopted tough guidelines
that may make you think twice about
chugging that next beer. Students should
read up on their college’s underage drinking sanctions, as well as state laws, said

GEORGE SKENE/KRT

In this 2002 photo, two University of
Central Florida students are served a ticket by a campus police officer for underage
drinking.

C.L. Lindsay, an attorney who is executive
director of the Coalition for Student and
Academic Rights, which tracks issues
affecting students.
“There’s a lot of misinformation out
there,” Lindsay said. “Especially in the
high school world, there is a lot of myth
and lure about college policies.”
While each college and state has different drinking laws, Lindsay said all students should be aware that:
Schools can probably punish them
for off-campus infractions. The courts
have consistently held that colleges are
allowed to assert their authority beyond
campus borders. If the local police cited
you for underage drinking at an off-campus party, the school also can punish you
under their alcohol rules.
G Charging for alcohol without a
liquor license is a major offense. Voluntary
donations are the only legal way to recover alcohol costs.
G Doctoring your college ID to use
as a fake is a really bad idea. A lot of
students think that if they use a fake
college ID, rather than a phony
license, they’ll avoid prosecution.
This simply isn’t true. Fake ID
laws are always drafted to
include any kind of identification.
— Michael Barnett

HEALTHFUL EATING
A busy college student shouldn’t subsist
solely on ramen noodles and fast food.
Juggling classes, a job and other activities
shouldn’t be an excuse for eating junk
food. In fact, a busy student needs to eat
healthy in order to tackle a full day’s work.
COLLEGE SURVIVAL GUIDE 2004
KNIGHT RIDDER/TRIBUNE
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Bond
Continued from Page 1
disease and more classrooms.
Classroom space is a growing issue on
campus. Facilities Coordinator Julio
Ledezma was forced to schedule classes in
computer and music labs and conference
rooms during the summer sessions.

"Now we have more students wanting classes than
we are able to provide. At
some point we have to ask:
what do we do,"
--Juliet V. García
UTB/TSC President
García said this problem must be taken
into account when considering a bond that
would help alleviate crowded classrooms.
"Now we have more students wanting
classes than we are able to provide. At
some point we have to ask: what do we
do," she said. "You can decide to cap
enrollment and say we have grown as
much as we can, we are going to accept no
more students, but the community is
already attending college at half the rate
that the rest of the state is.
"Do we wait for the state to give us
money? They gave us money when they
had it. Now they have asked us to submit a
budget that reduces our budget by 5 percent more."
Because this university is also a community college, it can ask taxpayers to help
support the district through a bond issue.

On Campus
"We need to do this on our own,"
Gonzalez told The Collegian when asked if
the bond is the only way to raise money for
building. "We will receive no money from
the state legislature."
The university has lost more than $1.5
million in operating dollars at the same
time it grew 10 percent in enrollment,
García said.
"You cannot continue to lose money and
increase in enrollment and pretend everything is OK," she said. "The community is
demanding more."
Asked what she believed was the taxpayer outlook toward the bond, García
responded:
"There is an issue in people's minds, not
about education or about the university;
there is an issue about being overloaded in
taxes. Can I change that? I don't know, but
I know that if I were explained the difference between paying a tax to fill a pot hole
and paying a tax to educate someone and to
help the whole community become a more
educated population, I could make a real
decision."
She added that if the board decides to go
with the bond, they will be "smarter" about
the strategies that need to be used.
"We've educated thousands of people in
this community," she said. "And if they
just want it to happen, it could happen."
Gonzalez said he expects a different
response from taxpayers if they are presented with a bond proposal.
"I expect the bond sentiment will be different this time," Gonzalez said. We want
to present the community with a better
understanding of what we're all about and
exactly where we need funding."
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CHECK
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OUT
11,000 STUDENTS WAITING FOR EYE CANDY.

ADVERTISE IN THE COLLEGIAN
Call us now at 554-5143, or send us an email:collegian@utb.edu

Catch Our Newscast
On The Web
When Online Click in The Collegian News Banner
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Village at Fort Brown: under new management
By Adrian Peña
Staff Writer
Jason Smith, UTB/TSC's new director of
Residence Life, has taken the helm of The
Village at Fort Brown. In just over two
months on the job, his attitude is apparent
in nine words: "I want us to grow by leaps
and bounds."
Smith came to UTB/TSC on June 14. He
previously was assistant dean of students
for residence life at McMurry University in
Abilene.
"I wore a lot of hats at McMurry," Smith
said. In addition to serving as assistant
dean of students, he was also the residence
life director and a hall counselor.
Before working for McMurry, Smith
served as residence hall director at Cisco
Junior College in North Texas, where he
received an associate's degree. He also
holds a bachelor's degree in criminal justice from Tarleton State University in
Stephenville and a master of education in
counseling and human development from
Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene.
Smith, who succeeds Vince Solis as head
of the 234-bed facility, is mapping out this
year's Residence Life activity schedule.
"Most of the activities we are going to
conduct are called RA [resident assistant]
programs," Smith said. "Those haven't
been decided yet because I'm still training

Jason Smith
MARIA DURON/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS

my RA's on the new programming model.
… Once I train them on it, they're going to
give me a list of the programs and I'll be
able to advertise those programs as they
come along."
Smith says the new programming model
the RA staff is now following will include
more cultural and intellectual events.
"It's not going to focus so much on just
the social aspect of living in a residence
hall. It's going to focus more on things like
life skills, like how to balance a checkbook
[and] getting your financial aid in order,"
he said.

New this year is annual room selection.
"That's going to help out the whole
process of having a room reserved for the
following semester," Smith said. He
explained that students can sign up for a
particular room by filling out a housing
contract and being placed on a roster.
Talks on expanding the dormitories,
which are filled to capacity, and improving
student services are under way.
"I'm really excited that there is talk of a
next phase of student housing. … There is
talk of looking at expanding housing,"
Smith said. He explained that no definite

dates have been set for this next phase but
is eager to hear the ideas.
Some universities offer their dormitory
residents a common kitchen where students, usually of a particular floor, share
the kitchen space and appliances to cook
their own meals. Currently, students at the
Village are allowed only a mini-refrigerator and a microwave in their rooms.
Asked if kitchens would be installed at
the Village, Smith said there are no plans as
of yet.
"There is talk of a next phase of housing,
so we're looking at what we might be able
to include in that next phase if that next
phase comes into fruition, but as far as having a common kitchen here in the current
housing situation, there hasn't been talk of
that," he said.
Smith also confirmed that "talks about
trying to administer a meal plan" are in
progress. However, he explained that the
Residence Life Department will not oversee the tentative meal plan.
"That is not associated with housing, so
there's no requirement that students that
stay in student housing purchase a meal
plan," Smith said.
With talks of expanding student housing,
comes the need for added security measures. Smith said the university is looking
into installing security cameras at the
Village and is accepting bids for them.

SANDWICHES, HOT DOGS, PIZZA,
BAKED POTATOES, PASTA, SALADS
New Food Items

AT THE UTB/TSC
STUDENT UNION FOOD COURT

(EL COMEDOR)

Breakfast Bar (choose 4 items)
(choose 3 items)

$ 3.99
$ 2.99

Lunch Bar

$ 5.25

(choose 4 items)

COMING
All-You-Can-Eat Soup & Salad Bar
$ 4.99
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Construction advances on Business and Education complex
Andrea Figueroa
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
Business and education majors will most
likely start taking classes at the new
Education and Business Complex by the
first summer session of 2005, university
officials say.
The building, on the southeast end of
campus, is estimated to be completed by
April of next year. The original completion
date was January but the work was delayed
45 to 60 days by last fall's rain, said Wayne
Moore, special assistant to UTB/TSC
President Juliet V. García.
The total cost of the project is about $28
million, including furniture and equipment,
said .
Construction of the building cost $26
million, which met the original price estimate, Moore said.
"[Construction] is being paid out of
tuition revenue bonds from the state," he
said.
The move-in date for the 100,000square-foot building is scheduled to be
around April and May, Moore said.
"It will take us during that timeframe to
get the furniture in, to get people in," he

said.
Alejandra Gonzalez, a junior education
major, said she is looking forward to having classes in the new building, even
though the building will be distant from
other campus areas.
"It is a big distance but the city of
Brownsville is growing and so the university is growing too. … If it's going to help
me get a better education, I am willing to
take classes in the new buildings,"
Gonzalez said.
Moore said classes probably will start
the first summer session of next year.
The facility includes a total of 18 classrooms of various kinds and sizes--general
purpose classrooms and computer lab
classrooms--most of them shared by the
schools of Business and Education, he said.
"One of [the classrooms] is an elementary demonstrational lab for teaching elementary teachers, one of them is a science
demonstrational lab for teaching science
teachers; there are some computer classrooms that business will use," he said.
The building will include a large special
events room for meetings, 99 faculty
offices, five departmental chair personnel
offices, and two dean suites, Moore said.
Gonzalez said she would like to have

DÁMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Two Skanska employees work on the
Education and Business Complex
dome. The building will mostly likely
be used by students beginning the
first summer session of 2005, univerisy officials say.
activities while waiting for class in the new
building, among other amenities.
"I would like to see good decoration,

comfortable classrooms and adviser's
offices," she said. "Also fun activities for
students to do while they are waiting for
class," Gonzalez.
Three courtyards and several balconies
will be constructed, Moore said.
"It will have student service areas for
teacher education, counseling for people
who are going to be teachers, degree preparation, degree planning and that sort of
thing, and that is both education and business staff," Moore said.
The complex will have 200 parking
spaces located across from the building and
will have access to the Life and Health
Sciences parking place, Moore said.
People will be able to access the building
from other parts of the campus by a pedestrian bridge that will cross from the Student
Union and the LHS area to the Education
and Business Complex, he said.
"It is much closer to Life, Health and
Sciences [building], much closer to the
Student Union than North-South is,"
Moore said of the new complex.
The university will pay for the maintenance of the building out of the regular
appropriations, the same way it is paid for
all the other buildings, he said.
See ‘Construction,’ Page 14
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Campus Police Reports
Editor's Note: Due to space limitations, The Collegian cannot publish
in one issue all incidents reported to
Campus Police during the summer.
Following are incidents reported
between May 2 and May 31.
At 9:05 a.m. May 2, Campus Police was
dispatched to Tandy Hall in reference to a
person being locked in. Upon arrival, an officer opened the sliding doors to Tandy and
saw an unidentified female standing next to
the public phones. The officer tried to make
contact with the female but she walked
away, saying that she was stuck in the building and called 911. Campus Police walked
through Tandy and made sure no doors were
left open and that no one else was in the
building.
At 6:14 p.m. that same day, Campus
Police was dispatched to the Regional
Academic Heath Center in reference to two
missing Dell computers and two 17-inch flat
monitors. The loss was estimated at $3,000.
At 8:50 a.m. May 3, Campus Police was
dispatched to South Hall in reference to a
missing Dell 17-inch flat monitor. The loss
was estimated at $500.
At 5:50 p.m. the same day, Campus Police
was dispatched to Parking Lot U in reference
to damage to a Pontiac Grand Am. A student
reported parking in Lot U at 4 p.m. and upon
returning around 5:40 p.m. she noticed damage to the driver's side of the vehicle.
At 9:50 p.m. the same day, a staff member
reported that three Dell computers and flat
screens were missing from South Hall. The
loss was estimated at $2,600. The case is
under investigation.
At 9:20 a.m. May 5, Campus Police was
dispatched to parking Lot V in reference to
minor damages to a 1996 Mitsubishi Eclipse.
A student stated that she had arrived to
school at 7:45 a.m. and went into North Hall,
where she could see her vehicle from a window of a study hall. About 9 a.m. she saw a
pickup truck stop by her car. A female then
stepped out of the truck and scratched her
car. The damages were estimated between
$100 and $200.
At 9 a.m. May 7, Campus Police was dispatched to Lot A in reference to a minor accident involving a Fork Lift from Physical
Plant and Pontiac Grand Am. No injuries
were reported.
At 10:40 p.m. the same day, Campus
Police was dispatched to the Village in reference to minors who were found in possession of an 18-pack of beer. The minors were
cited for possession of alcohol. Campus

Police confiscated the beer.
At 11:37 p.m. the same day, Campus
Police was dispatched to the Village in reference to an unregistered guest who was in
possession of dozens of unopened beer cans.
Campus Police issued the man a criminal
trespass warning and confiscated the beer.
At 1:35 a.m. May 10, a Campus Police
officer noticed two individuals staring at
something in the garden near the entrance of
the Village at Fort Brown's 100 wing. The
officer had seen students do this before; as he
approached the area, he spotted a marijuana
plant. The officer pulled the plant out and
took it to headquarters. No arrests were
made.
At 1:37 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that his blue Omaha TPX 33-inch
baseball bat was missing from his room at
the Village. The loss was estimated at $199.
At 7:49 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that she had lost her purse between
North and South halls. The purse was turned
in by a student later that day. The owner of
the purse was notified. Upon recovering the
purse, she noticed that it was missing $200.
She also stated that no one stole the purse,
that she had lost it.
At 11:50 p.m. the same day, an officer
noticed a woman lying on the sidewalk near
the former Language Institute. He asked her
if she was OK. She said she had vomited
after having eaten a sandwich with a hair in
it. EMS transported the woman to
Brownsville Medical Center.
At 7:25 p.m. May 11, couple reported their
daughter missing. The couple said they had
last seen their daughter that morning when
they had dropped her off at school. She never
returned home. The parents later notified
Campus Police that their daughter had called
from California to say that was OK and was
with her boyfriend.
At 7:49 the same day, Campus Police was
dispatched to the Library in reference to a
student locked in the library after closing
hours. The student informed police that he
thought the library closed at a later time.
At 2:25 p.m. May 13, a staff member
reported that two computer monitors, two
keyboards, and two mousepads were missing
from Calvary.
At 11:45 p.m. May 14, an officer found a
man lying next to the resaca. The man was
holding a can of beer in one hand and a can
of gold spray paint in the other. He was
arrested on charges of possession and illegal
use of a controlled substance. The man was

yelling that he wanted to kill Osama Bin
Laden. He had paint stains on his face, hair
and hands.
At 9:35 a.m. May 18, a library staff member reported finding counterfeit dollar bill.
Police determined it was a photocopy of a
dollar bill. No arrests were made.
At 3:30 p.m. that same day, Campus
Police was dispatched to South Hall in reference to an alarm going off. Upon arrival, an
officer checked the panel, which indicated
the system was unable. A staff member stated that an area was blank in room S 117.
At 12:02 p.m. May 21, a staff member
reported that an 8-inch JVL speaker was
missing from the Life Health and Sciences.
The loss was estimated at $150.
At 1:36 p.m. May 23, Campus Police was
dispatched to Lot A in reference to a burglary of two tractor trailers. Upon arriving at
Lot A, police made contact with the owners,
who said one trailer was missing a $100 bill,
a Dell laptop computer and some T-shirts.
The second trailer was missing $5,000 in
cash. The laptop was found at a local pawn
shop, and an arrest warrant was issued for a
male suspect.
At 4 p.m. May 25, Campus Police found a
man sleeping behind the Biology
Building.The man said he was going to
enroll at the university. He was asked to
leave the premises.
At 4:19 p.m. May 26, Campus Police was
dispatched to Tandy 214 in reference to a student causing problems. An academic adviser
said the student was upset over not being
able to register for classes. She also said the
student was loud and slammed the door on
her. She was able to talk to him and help him.
The student apologized for the problems he
caused. No charges were filed.
At 3:48 p.m. May 27, Campus Police was
dispatched to the first floor of South Hall in
reference to a used syringe. Upon arrival, an
officer found the syringe next to a window
close to the public phones. The officer placed
the syringe in a biohazard kit and took it to
the Environmental Health and Safety Office.
At 11:04 am May 31, Campus Police was
dispatched to the Young House in reference
to a sensor alarm that had been activated.
Campus Police found a staff member on the
second floor, who was wasn't aware that the
alarm had gone off. She had decided to work
after hours.
--Compiled by Jose Borjon
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DoINg IT!
pICk up

Help Wanted
SEEKING MYSTERY SHOPPERS!
Perfect for students!
Flexible work from home or school. FT/PT
Make your own hours. Fee applies.
(800) 830-8066

Employment Services
BARTENDER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Make up to $300 Per Shift! No Previous Experience
Required. Flexible Schedules Available. FUN and
UPBEAT Environment.
Call Now 1-800-714-4060

Advertise in
The Collegian
Call 554-5143
for more
details
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3 tapped for administrative posts
By Jose Borjon
Staff Writer
aThe university has filled three top
administrative posts this summer.
Doug Arney has been promoted from
Purchasing director to assistant vice president for Business Affairs. He succeeds
Jerry Miller, who retired last year. Arney
oversaw Purchasing for 11 months. Before
that he was UTB/TSC's compliance manager for one year.
Arney earned an associate's degree in
marketing and distribution from Indiana
University, a bachelor's degree in supervision from Purdue University and an MBA
from Indiana Wesleyan University. Arney
has more than 18 years in business administration, including four as a business
owner and 12 years as a general manager
for Therma-Tru Doors.
His biggest satisfaction is "the ability to
help others, to be a division who can provide assistance and guidance to other faculty and staff," Arney said.
Asked what his long-term goals are,
Arney replied, "To better understand the
university system and determine where I fit
in, where I could contribute the most."
Emir Jose Macari joined UTB/TSC on
Aug. 1 as dean of the College of Science,

Doug Arney

Mrinal Mugdh

Mathematics and Technology. He succeeds
interim dean Terry J. Phillips.
Macari received his master's and doctorate in civil engineering from the University
of Colorado at Boulder. He earned a bachelor's degree in the same field from the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University.
Previously he served as professor and
chairman of civil engineering at Louisiana
State University and as associate professor
of geosystems engineering at the Georgia
Institute of Technology.
Macari said he is eager to begin working
with the community and hopes that he can
lure new jobs to the Rio Grande Valley by
working in partnership with manufacturers
and large enterprises. His vision is to see a

Emir Jose Macari

growth in jobs in the area of science, math
and technology.
"It's sad to see that we spend all this
money to educate all our human resources-all our brains in our society--and then we
don't have the jobs to offer them," he said.
"They go to Houston, they go to Dallas,
they go to San Antonio to get their jobs-and we've lost them."
As dean, Macari oversees the departments of physics, chemistry, geology, biology, computer science, engineering technology, mathematics and industrial technology.
"A dean at a university has all the
responsibilities of staff, faculty, students,
buildings, research, education [and] service--it is a non-ending job," Macari said.

Asked what his long-term goals are as
dean, he replied, "that I can look back 10
years from now and smile at the good
things that we have done in Brownsville
and the Lower Rio Grande Valley--to
improve the life of the people who live
here. I hope to do that in assisting President
[Juliet V.] García and Provost [José G.]
Martín as well as the legislators of the
regions and the state."
Macari said the university has top-notch
researchers.
"We have some excellent researchers,"
he said. "Right now our group in physics
and our group in biology are world-class
programs. You could have these same professors at MIT, at Cal-Tech, at UT-Austin-at any of the major universities and we
have them here in Brownsville at UTB, and
we need to make sure we keep them."
Mrinal Mugdh is the new director of
Institutional Research and Planning, which
studies and evaluates education, economic
and demographic data such as education
attainment in the state by gender and age,
employment and income of the region and
population projections for the area.
Mugdh, who joined the staff on June 14
and replaces Debora Suzanne, earned a
doctorate in economic anthropology, a
master's degree in anthropology and a
See ‘Administrators,’ Next Page
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Few tips on how to succeed in college
By Lonnie Lopez
Today is your first day in college.
You went to bed early and set your
alarm clock to ensure you would get a
fresh start in the morning as well as
avoid the problems associated with the
dreaded on-campus parking.
You
attend your first class and buy one
book. You run into a few high school
buddies in Tandy Hall while you are
looking for the SBHS (San Benito High
School) building. Now that you have
discovered that your next class will be
in San Benito, you realize you have a
long break between your classes. What
should you do and where should you
go next?
The best thing to do is to make sure you
know where your other classes are going to
be held. You don't want to spend 50 minutes in a class in North Hall when you
should have been in South Hall. Next,
familiarize yourself with the campus.
Walk around with a sense of belonging;
after all you did choose to attend this
school. Fear will be nowhere in sight.
As you are walking by the gazebos, you
see a bunch of folks handing out fliers promoting "Back to the Future at UTB/TSC."

You find out that Welcome Week is in full
swing. The activities listed are aimed at
welcoming you to the University of Texas
at Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College (UTB/TSC) family. Use this time
to mingle and have some fun before your
drive to SBHS.
After your first day goes más o menos,
try to see if these will help with your transition from high school to the
university setting.

1. Where can I get some food
around here?
There are some places that will fill that
void. U-Mix is located in the Barnes &
Noble Bookstore, Great Steak and Potato,
Italia Express and Las Cruces are in the
Student Union's Comedor.

2. How do I get involved in
clubs/activities?
There are more than 60 active
clubs/organizations on campus, the list of
which is available at the Student Activities
Office in the Student Union. Join-A-Club
Day will take place during Welcome Week.
You never know, you might want to start
up your own club.

3. Where can I get tutoring
in math?

VETERANS WEEK EVENTS
Committee
November 10, 11, and 12, 2004 will be UTB/TSC's Veterans Day Celebration in conjunction with
the opening ceremony for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica Wall. Complementing these
events will be the 2nd Congressional Veterans Summit sponsored by the office of Congressman
Solomon P. Ortiz and co-sponsored by The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College.
This will be a great opportunity to remember those who gave their life for our Country and for their
families who will always remember and suffer the loss of a loved one. Equally as important is
honoring those who are still with us who served during the Vietnam conflict and still hold the horrors of war deep inside. There will be many services available for our Veterans and their families
during the Congressional Veterans Summit.
Help us bring a very important part of our history to our City so that our citizens, and especially
our children, can have an opportunity they may never have again…to experience first hand "THE
WALL" and the many heroes that may be looking back, thanking you for not forgetting, and for
bringing warmth where there had been none before.
Please support our committee with your generous contributions to bring the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Replica Wall to our city for the entire Rio Grande Valley to view.
All events will take place at the UTB/TSC ITEC Campus (formerly Amigoland Mall).
Make your check payable to UTB/TSC Veterans Week Events and mail them to Veterans
Upward Bound, UTB/TSC, 80 Fort Brown, Brownsville, Texas, 78520. For questions call
David F. Rivera at 956-983-7127/7609.
YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WHEN WE CAN START THE PROCESS NEEDED TO GET THE WALL.
On behalf of the Organizing Committee we thank you for your support.

The Learning Assistance Center, located
in North Hall, offers tutoring in English,
reading, Spanish, math and numerous other
subjects, along with a computer lab. Drop
by and be greeted with a smile!

4. Where can I look for a job?
The Counseling and Career Services
Department, located in Tandy Hall,
has job postings outside its office. The
department also offers personal and
academic counseling.
Administrators
Continued from previous page
bachelor of science in anthropology from
Delhi University in India. He also holds an
MBA in international business from the
University of Wisconsin.
He previously served as director of
institutional research at the State
University of New York Empire State
College in Saratoga Springs, and was an
institutional planner for the University of
Wisconsin before that.
Mugdh's duties include assessments,

Remember that someone, somewhere
once said, "You don't lose when you get
knocked down; you lose if you stay down."
UTB/TSC is here for you, so let us help
you realize your goals. If you have any
questions about transitioning to college,
please call Counseling and Career Services
at 544-8292 or visit us in Tandy Hall 205.
Lonnie Lopez is a student development
specialist for UTB/TSC's STING program.
program reviews, survey operations, and
ad hoc reporting. The data is analyzed and
the findings are reported to administration
to assist in decision-making.
Setting the priorities straight are some of
the larger challenges facing the office of
Institutional Research and Planning.
Mugdh called for the creation of a data
warehouse and made it one of his goals.
"By having a data warehouse, we can
leverage the data to strategic planning and
decision-modeling initiatives," he said. "I
would also like to develop a strong framework for assessment and program review
at UTB/TSC."

Construction
Continued from Page 11
Moore said the style of the building is
like the other buildings on campus, since
the same kind of brick is being used.
"It is similar to the brick we use on campus," he said. "It has many of the Fort
Brown elements, it also has some of the
elements like balconies with iron railings

which you find in downtown Brownsville.
It has some Spanish colonial influences
with the dome and the red towers," he said.
The complex is being constructed by
Skanska, formerly known as BFW
Construction and it was designed by the
architectural firm of Croslin and
Associates, Moore said.

Food
Continued from Page 6

$2 meal, which consists of a spicy chicken
burger, fries and a drink; the Wednesday
89-cent Big Mac or combo for $2.49; and
the $1 breakfast, which includes a sausage,
a biscuit and a hash brown. McDonald's
will introduce a new item, Chicken
Selects, which are all-white-meat
chicken breast strips.
Eating fresh seems to be everyone's priority nowadays, and a lot of students do not
know that there is a Subway located inside
the Exxon convenience store at
International Boulevard and the
frontage road.
Subway has a few surprises this fall. By
the end of September, Subway will have
toasted sandwiches, which, unlike
microwaved sandwiches, have a crispier,
golden taste to them.
"I do think the toasted sandwiches are
going to be wonderful," said Carolyn
Dunagan, district manager for Subway.
During the first week of school, students
can have any 6-inch sub for $1.99 with the
purchase of a medium drink. Students with
a valid UTB/TSC ID may buy a 6-inch cold
cut trio sub for 99 cents and the purchase of
a medium drink.
Burger King, located east of campus on
Tyler Street, will offer specials today--a
Whopper Jr. for 99 cents and Breakfast
Buddies for 69 cents.

through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday.
If you're closer to Tandy Hall than to the
Student Union, you have other options.
"I eat McDonald's hamburgers," is what
Jorge Arredondo, senator at large for the
Student Government Association, said.
With McDonald's across the street from
Tandy, you don't need to look much further.
The McDonald's on International
Boulevard has daily specials catered to college students, said new owner and operator
Ana Oquin. Today you can get an AllAmerican Burger with fries and a drink
for $1.
This particular McDonald's has been in
operation since Dec. 8, 1989, but is being
redecorated to reflect the university's color
scheme, complete with memorabilia adorning its walls.
The week of Sept. 6, McDonald's will
conduct a series of activities, including a
grand re-opening Sept. 7, where university
officials will be present at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. On Sept. 9, 10 percent of
the day's sales will be given to the university for a scholarship.
A few of the well-known daily specials
that McDonald's carries are the Tuesday
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This Welcome Week, Turn Your Dollar into

Something Tasty

with

Monday, August 23

All

American

Hamburger

Meal

Tuesday, August 24

Spicy Chicken

Meal

Big Mac’s

Meal

1
$
2

Thursday, August 26

Save On Textbooks

$

Fall Rush Extended Hours

.89
$ 2.49

Wednesday, August 25

Big Mac’s

McDonald's Dollar Menu

The Collegian

2
$1

$
Select 3 Pc.

NEW!

Chicken

Friday, August 25

Sausage

Griddle

Drop off your beverage tabs at the

1767 Boca Chica Blvd.
542-1902
Saturday, August 21
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday, August 22
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Monday, August 23 - Thursday, August 26
7:30 am - 7:30 pm
Friday, August 27
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Tandy Lobby Info Shop

to help raise money for the Rio Grande Valley

Ronald McDonald House.

FINANCIAL AID CHECKS ACCEPTED

FOR YOUR HEALTH CARE NEEDS
V ISIT
UTB/TSC

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES
HECTOR IRACHETA RN, BSN DIRECTOR

SERVICES AVAILABLE
PHYSICAL EXAMS
IMMUNIZATIONS
(Diphtheria tetanus boosters
Flu shots, Hepatitis A
Hepatitis B
Measeles mumps rubella
Meningitis
vaccine
TB test, Varicella vaccine)
LABORATORY SERVICES
Wellness screening
Health information

HOURS OF OPERATION

WE WELCOME ALL STUDENTS,
FACULTY AND STAFF

Monday & Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION
Cortez Building
C 237
Phone: 544-3896 - 544-8951
E-mail: hgiracheta@utb.edu
www.sa.utb.edu/St_Health/index.htm

